1776: ^ETAT. 67.] - In 1776, Johnson wrote, so far as I can
discover, nothing for the publick: but tha; his mind was still
ardent, and fraught with generous wishes to attain to still
higher degrees of literary excellence, is proved by his private
notes of this year, which I shall insert in their proper place.
Having arrived in London late on Friday, die 15$! of
March, I hastened next morning to wait on Dr Johnson, at
his house; but found he was removed from Johnson's-court,
No. 7, to Bolt-court, No. 8, still keeping to his favourite Fleet-
street. My reflection at the time upon this change as marked
in my Journal, is as follows: CI felt a foolish regret that he
had left a court which bore his name; but it was not foolish
to be affected with some tenderness of regard for a place in
which I had seen him a great deal, from whence I had often
issued a better and a happier man than when I went in,5
Being informed that he was at Mr Thrale's, in the Borough,
I hastened thither, and found Mrs Thrale and him at break-
fast. I was kindly welcomed. In a moment he was in full glow
of conversation, and I felt myself elevated as if brought into
another state of being. Mrs Thrale and I looked at each
other while he talked, and our looks expressed our congenial
admiration and affection for him. I shall ever recollect this
scene with great pleasure. I exclaimed to her, 1 am now,
intellectually, quite restored by him, by transfusion of mind.9
'There are many (she replied) who admire and respect Mr
Johnson; but you and I love him.J
He seemed very happy in the near prospect of going to
Italy with Mr and Mrs Thrale. 'But, (said he,) before leaving
England I am to take a jaunt to Oxford, Birmingham, my
native city Lichfield, and my old friend, Dr Taylor's, at Ash-
bourn, in Derbyshire. I shall go in a few days, and you, Bos-
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